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Egypt large military forces. He was not always
successful: but at least he triumphed in January 1916,
when three British Army Corps took up position on
the Suez Canal to oppose a weak Turkish Division.
Indomitable fighter and consummate master of guer-
rilla warfare, Kress von Kressenstein was a worthy
opponent of British arms on the Egyptian front.

If the Army of Occupation in Egypt was intended
to maintain order over a population of thirteen million
souls, and simultaneously to be prepared to protect
the Suez Canal against armed attack, it must be
confessed that the pre-war establishmentl was hardly
adequate for the dual duty, even if the assistance of
the fleet off the northern coast, and in the Canal
waters, was assumed. Early in August 1914 all units
of the Army of Occupation had been withdrawn from
Egypt in the interests of the Expeditionary Force in
France. To replace them there came from home
a Division 2 (the 42nd Lancashire) and half a dozen
yeomanry squadrons. Numerically the Egyptian
command gained by the exchange : but there the
advantage stopped. Good as the new material
appeared to be, it was painfully evident that many
weeks must pass before the Division was fit to take
the field. The same criticism must be made of the
first contingent of the Australian and New Zealand
Imperial Forces3 disembarked in Egypt to undergo
training. If fine physique were the sole qualification
required by soldiers of a modern army, assuredly the
first Australians and New Zealanders to land in Egypt

1  Four battalions of infantry, one regiment of cavalry, and two
batteries of artillery.

2  The selection by Lord Kitchener of this particular Division for
service in Egypt illustrated his quaint humour.   * Lancashire', he is
reported to have said, when considering the choice, c spins cotton.
Not a bad thing, then, if Lancashire men see how the raw material
is grown.5

3  Always known in Egypt as the A.I.F.
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